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Literary Analysis (At the Cadian Ball by Kate Chopin)
	Kathrine O’Flaherty was the daughter of an Irish father who was immigrant. Her mother was a wealthy French catholic lady. Kathrine’s father died while she was still a young child and she was brought up by her single mother. She was the third born in a family of five children. All her sisters died at an early age and her step brother died before their 30th birthday. The family enjoyed the pleasures of wealthy living. They lived in St Louis. Among the family members was her grandmother who was a great story teller. The women in her life were loving, caring and independent. The compelling story telling characteristics of her grandmother contributed greatly to her becoming the great writer she was.  She graduated from the St Louis Academy in 1868. At the age of nineteen, she married Oscar Chopin. They lived at New Orleans for ten years where her husband performed poorly as a cotton broker. They would later move to Clourtierville. The village was located in the northwest of Louisiana. Her husband opened a general store to help in making a living.  In 1883, her husband died from swamp fever. By the time Oscar died, he left Kate in debts. She worked hard to ensure that the husband’s business continued to thrive. She faced stiff opposition from other businessmen in the areas. Other men would openly flirt with her. It is said that in one instance she was in an illicit affair with a married farmer. The following year Kate moved back to St Louis and settled permanently. Two years later she would sell her business. In 1885, her mother died leaving her alone to take care of her six children.
In her writing career, Kate is referred to as the forerunners in the female American literature author. She wrote three novels, poems, critics, short stories, 150 stories, reviews, and sketches. Kate was passionate about writing and believed that writing on impulse always posed dangerously. Her first novel “At Fault” was published in 1890. She became recognized for her second novel “The Awakening”.  The novel and other short stories were quite impactions in the shaping of the American literature. Its accomplishment resulted in a turn-around of the American culture on novels (Arner, Robert, pg. 34)
“At the Cadian Ball” by Kate Chopin was written in 1892. The book becomes famous once Kate published “The Storm” the novel’s sequel in 1960’s. The novel is about members of a community in the Louisiana plantation. The plantation is located a few hour train drive from New Orleans, next to a store called Friedheimer’s and the Cadian Ball. The story unfolds the lives of Calixta, an Acadian but has Spanish blood, Alcee Laballiere, Clarisse, and Bobinot an Acadian farmer. 
Alcee Laballiere is a creole planter living in the upper class of the society. He has betrothed to his cousin. This is besides having feelings for Calixta, a girl from the lower class in the community through stunning. The society has prohibited marriage from a different class. Alcee cannot, therefore, marry Calixta. Calixta is promised to Bobinot who is from the same class. A cyclone comes and destroys the rice in Alcee’s farm. He is so stressed and ended up getting drunk. He goes to the Cadian Ball where he starts flirting with Calixta. When Clarrise sees Alcee going out he asks his servant to find out where he was going.  She follows him to the Cadian Ball and brings him back home where she openly declares her love for him. Calixta finally accepts to be married by Bobinot.
From the novel “At the Cadian Ball” feminism is a major theme. The author encourages women in the society to take charge of their own life. This is shown when Clarisse follows Alcee the man she is betrothed to the Cadian Ball and brings him back home where she declared her love. She did all this because she loved him and wanted to control her life by going for what she wanted. In the story, various themes have been displayed through the interaction of the characters mentioned. Some of the themes include:
Bobinot
· Social responsibility vs. Rugged Individualism – Bobinot is fully aware of Calixta behaviors though he wants to marry her. He has to make a decision of whether to marry her or not to, based on the behaviors.
· Spirit vs. Flesh- Bobinot is in love with Calixta despite the society perspective on her behaviors. Calixta is looked down by the society but Bobinot goes on to pursue her.
Alcee Laballiere
· Man vs. Nature – the theme is evident through Alcee reaction to the cyclone which hit his farm and destroyed all the rice. Although the theme is not major, it helps us to understand Alcee’s personality. Alcee feels angry that the cyclone had destroyed all his hard work. 
· Society vs. Individual- the theme becomes evident when one observes the way Alcee reacts each time visitors come to his home. He is opposed to their lifestyles and despise the stiff manners they portray. Alcee acts up as if he wants to disappear from the life he was accustomed to. The theme comes up again when he is in Cadian Ball. He disapproves the notion of people acting in a certain way so that one can conform to the societal standards or requirements.
Calixta
· Love for oneself- Calixta is aggressive in acting in a way that is disapproved by the society. She decides to do things that make her happy despite the constant ridicule from the society. Calixta refuses to conform to the social ideas.
· Individual vs. Society- all behaviors portrayed by Calixta always conflicts with the one set by the society. Her dressing and behaviors make the society to look down on her. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The story goes on in Sequel “The Storm” where Bobinot and Bibi his child are trapped at Fredheimer’s store because of the storm. Alcee was able to come back to Calixta house before the storm became violent. The story continued from where Alcee and Calixta had left in the novel “At the Cadian” to fulfill the growing sexual tension that was evident between them.
    In conclusion, the novel by Kate Chopin was an instrument in shaping the current American literary culture. Her work was not liked by people because it was against what the society believed in. This approach made her novel different and special thereby attracting more readers. She was not famous when she was alive but her work made her famous once the society started accepting all the ideas she wrote about. Her work was shared across the globe to pass on her ideas. In the novel At the Cadian Ball, we can see two kinds of women; Calixta and Clarisse. Clarisse represents the women who are ambitious, know what they want and do not allow anyone else have what they want. Calixta represent those women who are not ambitious to take what they want and end up being with a person they do not love (Arner, Robert, pg. 102)
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